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Jovis 20* die Januarii 1705 


Ordered, WE. 
Hat the Thanks of this Houſe be 
given to Dr. Gaſtrell, for the Ser- 
mon by him Preach d before this Houſe 
| Yeſterday, at St. Margarets Weſtminſter ; 
And thathe bedefired to Print theſame: 
And that Sir Chriſtopher Ma/grave, and 
Mr. Conyers, do acquaint him therewith. 


Paul Jodrell, 
CPF Dom Com 
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Preach d before che Honourable 


Houſe of Commons. 
ON 


_ Wedneſday, Jan. 19" 170}. 
15 Being the 


| Appointed | 
For the Imploring of a Bleſſing from Almighty 


God upon Her Majeſty and Her Allies Engaged 
in the Preſent War: As alſo for the Humbling 


Heavy . — og „Shewed forth in the late 
Dreadful Tempeſt, &c. | 


By FRANCIS GASTRELL, D. p. 


| | Honourable Society of Lincolns-Inn. 
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of our ſelves before him, in a deep ſenſe of his 


Canon of Chriſt-Church, and Preacher to the | 


Moon in St. PauPs Church-Yard, 1704. 
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Ebutt of Com mons, ae 
, _. > bag 
1. God is our ur Refuge and & rrength , 4 very 
preſent Help in Trouble. 


2. Therefore will we not fear thi the Earth 
be removed, and thi the Mountains are 
carried into ok midſt of the Sa. 


3. Tho the Waters thereof r rore and be trows, 
bled, and tho the Mountains ſhake at the 
h well "g thereof. 


"FE is plainly the hy RINGS of one, eg 


ſettled Judgment it was, that the conſi- 
derations of Religion were ſufficient to 


ſupport a Man's Mind, under any Worldly Ca- 
lamity whatſoever; cho it were ſuch a one as waz 
viſibly, and immediately inflicted by God himſelf, 
was moſt terrible in its Appearance, and threamed 
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che he Diſſolution of the whole Frame of this Earth. 
And the way of ole f dr in this 
lace dogs certai ply ; chat he tho 
9 U utmoſt ShaclA of 25 
verſity, upon any other Ground or irc but 
that of a Em Dependance _ God. God (ſaith 
he) is our Refuge and. Strength, & Therefore will 
we not fear, &c. From 4 * Inference is 
eaſy, that thoſe who have nqt God for their Re- 
fuge and Strength; will, whenever any great, or 
ſudden Calamity comes upon them, be diſpos'd 
to fear, and will have juſt xcalon ro; be afraid. 
The Force of which' Argument 1 Malk endea- 
vour to render more evident and "ſenſible under 


the following Heads. 


x. harry 


Race forme Reflec giog net} 90 | 
ua 10 in and Beftavicur of Man on EONS 200 
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II. 1 ſhall prove, that Kelipion 3 is the only tru 
ground of Confidence, and Security, in oh ; 
Various Conditions of Human Life. 


m. I ſhall apply theſe ute e to our 
elves in the ad State of our Affairs. CITIES. 


1. In the 2 place, then, I ſhall make forme Re- 
flections 
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flections upon the uſual Conduct and Behaviour of 
Mankind, under any Afflictions that befal them. 
+ Tis by long and frequent Experience confirm'd, 
that the time of Trouble and Adverſity to Men, 
is the trueſt time of Trial and Diſcrimination. 
Then it is, that they diſcover the real Sentiments 
and Diſpoſſtions of their Minds; then may vt 
take che juſt height of their Spirits, and make a 
| phe Eſtimate of the Force and Power of all their 
Faculties _ a e 7 

In that Day will it be ſee, who had Hardinefs 
and Infidelity enough to defy the Vengeance of 
the Almighty; who boaſted of his Strength and 
Fortitude, in vain; whoſe truſt in God was Weak, 
and uncertain, and who had a ſure Confidence 
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in his Favour and Affiftance. For inthe ſeaſons of 


Surprize and Diſtreſs, all Art and Diſguiſe are laid 
aſide, all the falſe Characters and Appearances, we 


had put on before, drop off, and Nature then breaks 


out, and ſhewsit ſelf in its true and proper Colours 

In the time of Proſperity, when our Affairs 
run on with a gentle and even Courſe, moſt Men 
talk, andbehave alike ; and, how different ſoever 
the Foundations are, upon which we build. our 
Hopes, we all ſeem to have the ſame Colitage 
and Confidence, and to be equally at eaſe, with 
regard to all the Events that may at any time 
hereafter happen to us. | I 
115] 1 e * B 2 \ HEY And 
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And yet, notwithſtanding this fair Shew, when 


: * 


Trouble ariſes, when the Evil Day is come,, and 
ſome extraordinary Calamity: hath. overtaken us, 
is hardly to be imagin d, what a Change there 
is then made, both in our Language, and Beha- 
viour, our Paſſions, and Tempers, and even' in 
our inward Thoughts and: Opinions of Things. 

Fear, Sorrow, and Amazement, are then viſible 
in thoſe Faces, which were lately full of Joy and 
| Aſſurance: The Fierce and Haughty Looks of the 
Proud are brought down; and They, whoſe Mouths talkt 
nothing but Vanity before, do then deliver them- 
ſelves in Strains of Piety and Devotion: Such 
as hnew not Cod, or had forgot him, while he was 
Gracious, and puffs his Bleſſings upon them, 
perceive, and acknowledge him in hisJudgments ; 
and ſuch as falſely depended upon his Care, -and 
Providence, without doing his Will, renounce 
their ill grounded Confidence. But in the midſt of 
e the Hearts of the Righteous are Eſtabliſhed, 

believing in the Lord. They neither Fear, nor are 
diſmay d, but, with a ſteady Calmneſs both of 
Countenance, and Soul, reſign up themſelves, 
and all their Intereſts and Concerns, to the diſpoſal 
of the Divine Wiſdom. 07M 

Thus are Men generally affected, when an 

Common Trouble or Calamity befals them; fuch 
as Poverty, Sickneſs, Diſgrace, or any other conſider- 
able Change of their condition for the worſe, Bur 
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But in all extraordinary Emergencies, which have 
no dependance upon ſuch cauſes as we are ac- 
quainted with, and where the Hand of God is 
more immediately and ' manifeſtly diſcovered, 

there are much Stronger Impreſſions made upon 
the Souls of Men; fo that hole who have ſtood 
the Shock of ſuchEvils, as are frequently goingto 
and fro in theEarth, have afterwards trembled at 
the extraordinary tokens of God's Diſpleaſure. 

When God hath given ſome New and Won- 
derful Manifeſtation of his Power from Heaven, 
the boldeſt and moſt Prophane among the Sons 
of Men have been ns and their Hearts have 
melted within them. | - 

Thoſe, who havedefy'd Death in all its ordina- 
ry Shapes, have yet dreaded the approaches of it in 
the formof a Judgment, and Viſitation from God: 

Thoſe, who have truſted to their Armies, and Ships 
of War, their ſtrong Towers, and Fenced Cities, have, by 
2 Wind, an Earthquake, or a Deſtroying Angel 
been convinced, in one night „that they were 
nothing in the hands of God. | 

And ſome of the greateſt and moſt powerful 
Men of the Earth, who, in a clear ſtill Air, have 
preſumed to think themſelves Gods , have, in a - 
Storm of Thunder and Lightning, Shrunk into 
Men again; little, fearful, contemptible Men. 
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| n which Subject it will be very proper to 
a furcher, low abſurd and contin the 
conduct of Wicked andIrreligious Menis, when we 
cake a view of them in the different lights of 
Proſperity, and Adverſit . 
For, in the firſt place, notwithſtanding they ac- 
| knowledge, that a conſtant return of the ſame ap- 
pearances, and a Regular connexion of Cauſes and 
Effects, are the ſureſt Arguments of the Being arid 
Government of God; yet they are never ſo full 
and throughly convinced that he i, and that he 
Reigneth in the Earth, as when he- gives ſome ex- 
traordinary Marks of his Power, out of the com- 
mon Road of Nature. | BRIE > 
When the ſame Face of things hath continued 
long, they are apt to Imagine, that tis below the 
Majeſty of God, to concern himſelf immediate- 
ly in the Affairs of Mankind, and to change the 
Scenes of this World, only to terrify and afflict 
the Children of Men: and yet, when any ſuch 
change is made; by their Fears and Apprehenſions, 
by their Prayers and Addreſſes to God, and by 
all their Behaviour at ſuch a time, they plainl 
Demonſtrate the Wiſdom and Goodneſs o God, 
in uſing ſuch Methods as theſe, to awaken Mens 
Cotiſciences, and to give them lively and affect- 
ing impreſſions of himſelf, where the truer and 
more rational means of Conviction have failed of 


their Effect. F 


= _ 
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Miracles they ſuppoſe to be inconſiſtent with 
the Wiſdom of God, who ordereth all things by 
Weight aud Meaſure, and cannot break in upon his 
own Laws and Orders: and yet they never think 
of God, but when he is doing ſome new thing; 
neither do they know, nor will they underſtand 
the ways of Providence, till the Foundations of the 
Earth are out of Courſe. | 
Another inſtance of the folly of theſe Men, 
which affliction only diſcovers, is, that tho' they 
have larger Notions of the Mercy and Goodneſs of 
God than even thoſe that love him have, tho 
they ſuppoſe Judgment to be ſo much his' ſtrange. 
Work, that it can never become the fupreme Being 
to Exerciſe it upon his Creatures, yet they never 
Worſhip God in Earneſt, but when he Puniſhes, 
and have no regard to any other Acts of his but 
err 

When he ſpeaks: to them in Thunder, and 
Lightning, or in a great and ſtrong Wind, they hear 
bim, and Tremble; but they take no notice of the 
till fall Voice: when the Heavens are Black, and 
Louring, they are afraid of his Storms; but they 
never praiſe him for the light of the Sun. 

In like manner when they are LZufty and 
Strong, and come into us Trouble, lite other Men, 
they Laugh at all the Terrors f the Lord; and 
they look upon Religion, as che effect of ** 
| a 
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and Melancholy, and diſordered Faculties. And 


yet theſe are the Men who are afraid, where the 


Righteous are not; theſe are they who are terri- 


fied at every ill accident, and who fink under 
the Weight of any ſorrow, or trouble that the 

meet with, when thoſe that know it is the Lords 
doing and truſt in his Mercy, are ſupported, and 
comforted, on every fide. n p 


2. And as in Fact it appears, that, in the time 
of Trouble and Adverſity, the Righteous, and 
ſuch as truſt in God, are diſtinguiſhed from other 
Men, by their Courage and Firmneſs of Mind ; 
So may it eaſily be ſhewn, in the | ſecond place, 
that Religion is the only true Ground of Confi- 
dence, and Security. | | 

However Men differ in their Notions of Hap- 
pineſs, and whatever variety of Inclinations and 
Purſuits we obſerve in Human Life,- Steadineſs 
and Certainty is what we all aim at. Every one 
deſires to build bis Houſe upon a Rock : *Tis e- 
very Man's chief Care, to fix and ſecure to him- 
ſelf what appears moſt agreeable to him. : 

Tho' we have never ſo many Pleaſures, and 
Advantages in our Immediate Power; yet if we 


look upon our Title to them as doubtful, and 


precarious, all our Reliſh and Enjoyment is ſpoilt. 


It we have never fo fair a Gale, nevar ſo clear a 


dky 
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the Sea, tho no bigger than a Man's Hand, and we 
apprehend thar it will quickly gather into a dan- 
gerous Storm, weloſe all the Pleaſure of our Courſe. 

For this Reaſon do we gather Wealth, inlarge 
our Friendſhips, and increaſe our Dependences, 
that we may be the better furniſh'd and enabled to de- 
fend our ſelves againſt all the croſs Accidents of Life: 


— 8 mn — * 
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Sky at preſent ; yet if we ſee a Cloud riſmag mw, 


Therefore it is, that ſome are ſollicitous to 


make their Neſts on high, that they may be freer 
from Moleſtation, and more out of the reach 
of Danger. . N 
And with the ſame View do others (who are 
commonly thought to make the viſeſt Choice) 
quit all Publick Characters, and Stations, for Re- 
tirement, and a middle Fortune; that ſo they may 
be ſurer of injoying themſelves, and what they have. 
But in vain are all our Endeavours after Secu- 
rity, without Religion. For whether there be Riches, 
they ſhall fail ; whether there be Honours,' they ſhall 
ceaſe ; whether there be Knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh 
away ; neither ſhall any Man be ſaved by his great 
Wiſdom. 
For ſo hath God ordered the Courſe of this 
World, that many Troubles and Afflictions are 
the natural Effects and Conſequences of Sin; and 
few there are who are able, with all their Skill and 


* 


Management, to ſeparate the Bitter from the. 
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sweet, when they are mixt together in the ſame Cup. 
But ſhould we find a way to eſcape the com- 
mon Sentence of natural Providence, tis impoſſi- 
ble to defend our ſelves againſt the extraordinary 


Judgments of God. 


This we know, and are aſſur d of, that the 
Mind and Storm ful fil his Nord; that he ſendeth forth 
his Lightnings from one end of the Heaven to the otber; 
that, at hu Preſence, the Earth is moved, and, the 
Fruits of it are blaſted with the Breath of hisDi/} pleaſure 
and that, when he proclazmeth, Liberty-\ta the Peſti- 
lence, The Sword, and the Famine, they will come; up, 
and devour, and conſume, until there be an end. How 
then ſhall we contend with the Almighty, or 
whether ſhall we fly to hide our ſelves from his 
Fierce Anger, when any of thele Judgments. are 
abroad in the Earth? | 7 7 
But if the Wicked are not diſtinguiſh'd from 
their Righteous Brethren, by their Sufferings in 
this World, there is a Judgment to come, which will 
certainly put a difference between them; and in 
That Day none of all the workers of Iniquity ſhall 
go unpuniſhd., _ 

Mf hat Peace or Security then is to be expected, 
ſo long as our Wickedneſſes and Abominations are 
ſo many? For, as it was propheſied in old time, 
that him who eſcaped the Sword of Hazael, 
ſhould Jehu ſlay, and him that eſcaped the Sword of. Jt« 


hu, 
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hi, fpoalil Eliſhæ ſih; So ſhall it ebe tog paſt 
with reſpect to all | thoſe that do Evil in the wo, 
the Lord tho? they eſcape the firſt, and ſecond 

| Death, tho neither the common, nor exkraordi- 
nary Strokes of Divine Vengeance light V upon 
them here, they | ſhall not be able to 0 from the 
Wrath to come. ; 

But, on che other ſide; the Riphrebus; ſo fur 

as is tity; arefres from Sig ake likewiſe reg, from N 
all the uſual and regular Conſequences of it. And 
as to any other Evil, or Calamity, that may fall 
to their Share; they know: they are in the hands 
of 4 Merciful God, WhO does not᷑ willingly aſpict 
the Children of Men, Jad we i able to deliver 

them chat truſt in him to the uttermoſt . 

He can (if he pleaſe) ſtay bis rough Wind, and 

make his Lightnings paſs by us; he can 2 the 
ragiug of the Sea,” and the dle, of the People; He 

can turm the Hearts of Printes, and make our Enemies 
be at Peace with us; and-if- Death ſhould come upon us 
unawares, He who jilleth can make alive, and can 
reſtore us ον more valuable Life, and give us a 
longer and Auer: poſſeſſion of it. 

, And herein is the Confidence of the Riphecons 

d that to T hem alone, belong the Promiſes both of 

b this Life, aud another; and that God as -_ 1 15 

» | nd able, bd tl. ume. 

x "Vis plainly inipoſſible chen ro be lehnte A 
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any other Principles, or by any other Means but 


thoſe of Religion. Becauſe God is our only Strength, 


pected from any other. 


But may we no. be as confident and eaſy in 
our own Minds, without truſting in God, as if 


we ingirely depended upon him? Tis poſſible, 


indeed that we may; and many, we ſee, are ſo, at 
leaſt to all Appearance. 


Some of them, through want of Experience, 
or Reflection, imagine, that becauſe all things 


continue as they were, they ſhall never he moy'd,' they 
ſhall never ſee Adverſuy. 1 . 


And others there are, who fay within them- 
ſelves, that all . come alike to all, and fo al- 


lowing nothing to Divine Providence, they are not 


troubled for any thing that may happen, becauſe 


they think it is in vain to be concerned for what 


admits of no Remedy. | 


\ 


Lo theſe are the Men who tale not God for their 


Refuge, and are ſafe in their own Pride. But (as 


has been already obſerved in the former part of 


this Diſcourſe) when Tribulation and Anguifh 
lays hold of them, They are found to haye 
other Thoughts and Diſpoſitions of Mind; and 
their Souls are then caſt down, and diſquieted within 
them, when the Righteous, and ſuch as truſt in 

God, 


- 
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God, do not only retain their Hope, but gather 
Courage and Strength from their Affliction. 
But are there not ſome ſo Hardy, and Bold, 
as to defy God to his Face? or ſo confirm'd in 
Infidelity, as not to believe that He Reigns, tho' 
they ſee and feel his Judgments in the Earth ? Some, 
perhaps, there are; but this their Madneſs is 
their Folly. For, not to be afraid, where thereis juſt 
occaſion to Fear, is ſtupidity. To love Lite, and 
not to draw bach, when their Souls are required of 
them; to place all their Happineſs in Sinful plea- 
| ſure, and not to be concern'd to part with every 
thing that they hold dear and valuable for ever, 
is an unnatural Hardneſs. = 31 
Beſides, to what end and purpoſe is all their Im- 
piety at ſuch a time? What a poor inſignifi- 
cant Revenge is it, to Curſe Cod and Die? And 
what a Wretched Priviledge is that, to have only 
the Power of Blaſpheming? and when they can 
do nothing towards ſecuring Themſelves, to have 
the Liberty of deſpiſing Him that can? were they 
ſure, that there was no future State of Puniſhment | 
prepared for them (as tis utterly Impoſſible for. 
them to be) this would ſtill be Ridiculous and 
Unprofitable preſumption. But, if they may be re- 
ſerved for Ader Sufferings (as there is juſt Reaſon 
to believe they will) They themſelves muſt allow, 
that they only render their Damnation more cer- 
tain, by not believing it. 9 
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It is, therefore, upon all accounts, more Rea- 
fondle and Proper, to Worſhip a Storm, or à 
Plague (as many of the Heathens did), chan to 
deſpiſe them (as labs who have been better in- 
ſtructed, now do): becauſe, theſe things plainly 
ſhew, chat there isa greater Power ſomewhere than 


what we are Maſters of; and a power to Puniſh 


and Afflict Mankind; and ſuch, as we are not able 


either to reſiſt, or NN . 3 


Upon the whole Matter, then, we cannot t but 
conclude, that tis utterly in vain, and unreaſonable, 


to be confident, where we cannot be ſecure, let us 


be never ſo eaſy in our falſe Opinions. 525 

But neither is the confidence of the boldeſt 
Sinners ſuch as the Righteous feel, and injoy: For 
theirs is irregular, and diſturb'd, mixt with Rage 
and Diſtruſt; and proceeds oftentimes from their fe- 
cret Fears, which are to be ſilenc d and kept under 
by bold and 3 Language, and an extra- 
ordinary Agitation of Spirits: Whereas, on the con- 


trary, the aſſurance of the Righteous conſiſts in- a 


ſteady Calmneſs and Compoſure of Soul, ſuch 


as, even the Heathens themſelves acknowledg' d; 


could be the Effect of nothing but Bar md 
Pay of Life 


And as theſe hats © 100 Reflection carry 
the Face of Truth with them, in the General, 
| Let 


et 
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Let us, in the third Place, make a further Tryal 


of them, by an Application to our Selves, in the 
preſent State of our Affairs. 1 15 f 
God, (as we all know,) hath lately viſited Us 
with his Storms, the ſad Effects of which are 
ſtill viſible among Us; and both the Loſſes ſu- 


ſtained by private Families, and the Breach that 


hath been made in our Naval Strength, are ſo 
freſh in our Memories, that there'is no need of 
aggravating the Terrour of this Judgment by a 
new, Repreſentation of it. 
All that. is proper to be recommended to us, 
upon this Subject, is, that we would oſten recol- 
lect, in what manner we were then Affected, 
what thoughts and apprehenſions we then had of 
the Juſtice and Power of God, what applicati- 
ons we made to him for deliverance, what Vows 
and Reſolutions came freely and heartily from our 
Souls; and that we would now Act, as we then in- 
tended, and reſolved to do; and as we then thought 
our ſelves in Reaſon, and Duty obliged to Act. 
This was the principal end of God's viſitation, 
tha we ſhould be moved thereby to turn unto 
him who afflicted Us. And for this Reaſon are 
we now met together, that we ſhould rene che 
Vows, which we made in our Trouble, and bind 
them upon our Souls, in the moſt ſolemn and 
effectual manner poſſible. . i 4 | + 
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But, if there were any among Us ſo hardne d. 
as nor to regard the Hand of God, when it was 
lifted up againſt them; or if there are any, who 
have already forgot the danger they were in, and 
have laid aſide all their Religion with their Fears; 
the only Addreſs, that can be made to them, is, 
that they would conſider and know, that God hath 
more and heavier Judgments in ſtore for Us, if 
we do not all ſpeedily Repent. 


* 


And a very Terrible one there is, which hath 
long been hovering over Us, and which, with much 
Faſting and Prayer, much Blood and Treaſure, 
We have long indeavour'd to avert. A Judg- 
ment, big with all the Calamities that a Nation 
can Fear; ſuch, as ſhould it come upon Us, we 
ſhould fay with David, Let us rather fall into the 
Hand of the Lord, than into the Hand of Maw: Let 
him rather viſit Us, (As he did formerly) with 
the Peſtilence, and with Fire, or (as he did lately) 
with his Storms, than ſuffer Us to Flee before our 
Enemies ; who, if ever they prevail againſt Us, 
will come like the Locuſts and Caterpillars after the 
Hail; Whatever ſhall be left Us, after all the o- 
ther Viſitations of God, they will utterly devour, 

and deſtroy. 1009807 3967 WH 399 
Which Way then ſhall we take to ſecure our 
ſelves againſt thoſe many Calamities we are cer- 
tainly Subject to; ſuch as we have already felt, 
ſuch as we have Reaſon to Fear, and ſuch as 
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may come upon us of a ſudden, without Proſpect, 
or Warning? | | 
God is our only Strength and Refuge, and 
from him alone is Deliverance to be expected. 
He hath by a late Inſtance convinced us, that 
he can in one Night extend his Judgments farther 
than our Enemies have been able to carry their 
Conqueſts in half an Age. And as none can 
puniſh, ſo none can deliver after this ſort. 
But if the Lord be not on our fide, wherein 
do we truſt 2 and what other Ground can ther 
be for our Confidence? 
It may perhaps be affirmed, that our Hands are as 
ſtrong as thoſe of our Enemies; that our Men are as 
able both in Fight and Councel ; and many other 
things maybe offer d for ourEncouragement,by thoſe 
who underſtand the Weight and Intereſt of Nations. 
But if the Cauſe depends wholly upon Humane 
Strength, and Policy; our Enemies have as juſt 
reaſon to promiſe themſelves Succeſs as ever 
Men had. For have they not by a long, con- 
ſtant, and diligent Perſeverance in the ſame De- 
ſign, and by a free and unbounded Ute of all ſorts 
of means, whether Right or Wrong, more or leſs 
Wicked, made large Progreſſes already? and have 
they not in the ſame way attained to great Skill and 
Knowledge in all the Arts of War and Intrigue? 
Theſe are things we 14 allow them to * 
| an 
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Fr: Due; W all this, there is one Advantage 
they have againſt us, which, tho' it be of miſera- 


ble Conſequence to Themſelves, yet does it far out- 
weigh all Ours in the Competition; which is, that 
they, and all that they Poſſeſs, their Lives and 
Fortunes, and their very Conſciences are intirely 
at the diſpoſal of one Arbitrary and Lawleſs Will: 
By which means, the whole Force and Power of a 
great Nation is conſtantly bent the ſame way; fo 
that no Body is ſuffer'd to divert any of it to other 
Purpoſes, or to manage his ſhare ill. Whereas, 


on the contrary, we that enjoy the Privileges of 
Judging for our ſelves, and of Acting by our own 


Conſent, can never exert all our Strength and Pow- 
er together, unleſs we agree to act by ſome com- 


4418 


mon Principles, heartily believed; and ſubmitted to. 


And what Principles, beſides thoſe of Religion, 


are ſtrong enough to bind and unite us? There 


are ſo many different Paſſions and Intereſts form d ä 
in Men, by living together in Society, and ſo 
many Opportunities are continually offer d them, 


for promoting their private ends, that nothing but 


Abſolute Power, or Vertue, can reſtrain them from 
undoing one another, or unite them in any com- 


mon Deſign for their Safety. And Abſolute Power 
is ſuch a wretched Way of being preſerved, that 
the rudeſt State of Nature we can imagine, is pre- 
ferable to ſuch a Government; there being no 
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people in a worſe condition themſelves than, tho 
who have the vain and unprofitable Glory of 


Lording it over their Neighbours. 

And if Virtue be neceſſary to preſerve Us; If 
Juſtice and Integrity, Fidelity and Courage, and a 
hearty Concern for the Good of the Publick, ought 
to be the general and\ ſtanding Character of "= 
true People, we mult be intirely beholden to the 
Chriſtian Religion for all theſe Qualifications. 

_ Formerly indeed in the Heathen World, ſome 
who had freed themſelves, from the reſtraint of a 
corrupt Plan of Religion, are ſaid to have perfornid' 
noble Actions upon other Grounds and Motives-: 
ſuch as Glam and Praiſe, Love of their Country,, 
Care of Poſterity, and a continuance. of their Me- 
mory after Death. But, ſince. a greater and truet 
Light is broke in upon Us, theſe who have 
now laid aſide Religion, have diſcarded all thoſe 


Principles too, as Idle and Extravagant Notions;. 
which have leſs of Reality to ſupport them. 
And ſo far indeed they Argue right: For with 


out Religion, and a Future Proſpect, all that Good 
ly Frame of Society, Government, and Law, 


Things chat have been ſaid upon che Subject of 
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Virtue, Honour, and Publick Good, whether in 
che Writings or Diſcourſes of the Learned, or in 
the grave Debates, and Arguments of the Wiſe ad 
Prudent of this World, will appear Ridiculous 
Talk to ſuch as know, thatif they are not founded 
in Religion, there is never a Luſt or Appetite in 
Humane Natute, but will eaſily overbear all theſe 
Celebrated Motives of Action. 1 
If therefore we deſire to preſerve our ſelves from 
all the Calamities of Foreign Tyranny and Do- 
meſtick Confuſion, let us hold faſt the Principles 
of true Religion, without which no other Projects 
or Meaſures of Safety can be either True in Reaſon 
or Sure in the Execution. Let us Sacrifice all our 
particular Intereſts to that of the Publick out of a 
Senſe of our Duty to God, as well as Affection 
to our Country. Let us practiſe what is Virtu- 
ous and Honourable with regard to the Com- 
mandment of God, more than the Praiſe of Men, 
and let us reſolve to acquit our ſelves in all things 
not as Engliſh Men only, and as Perſons truſting 
to popular Notions of Liberty, and Bravery, but 
rather as becometh Chriſtians profeing Godlineſs, 
and expecting to ſee the Salvation of the Lord. So 
ſhall we be able not only to prevail againſt our Ene- 
mies now, but to ſecure all the Advantages of our 
preſent Conſtitution, both in Church and State, to 
us and our Poſterity for many Generations. 
Which God of his Infoute Mercy grant, through Feſus C briſt, 
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